
MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 7PM ON 28th OF FEBRUARY 

2019, AT HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present : Cllrs J. Bates, I. Burrows, E. Charlton, A. Kirsopp, K. Richardson, A. Sharp, R. 

Snowdon and D. Thornhill; C. McGivern (mins.), public & press. 

1. Public participation –  

 

a) Mr Harrison spoke for a group action group from Newbrough/Fourstones 

who were concerned about a proposal to remove gravel at West 

Wharmley. This proposal had been added to the latest version of the Draft 

Local Plan. He said that North East Concrete was interested in removing 

gravel, sand and clay at the site. It appeared that the two farmers whose 

land would be affected had not been told by the landowner, and had heard 

this second hand.  Mr Harrison said that public health, wildlife and 

highways would all be damaged if this went ahead. Cllr Sharp said that he 

would need to leave the meeting if the PC discussed their response as an 

associate of Land Factor. Although he appreciated the concern generated 

by this issue. The Chair said that the PC shared the concerns raised by this 

proposal. He requested that the literature produced by the action group be 

sent to the Clerk so that the PC could base their response to NCC on this. 

b) Mrs Brown asked if there were plans to replace the gate to the cemetery,  

behind Alexandra Tce, soon. Cllr Thornhill said this was planned, however 

work had been held up as NCC had received a very large quote and were 

now trying to find an alternative contractor. 

c) Mrs Armstrong had asked whether a new site had been found for the glass 

recycling bins. Cllr Sharp said that it was proving difficult to find another 

site, as landowners were reluctant to have the bins on their land. Cllr 

Charlton agreed, saying that the site at the bottom of Martin’s Close had 

been considered, but people living nearby had objected. The bins had been 

moved because of the amount of broken glass left around the site.  

d) A member of the public asked whether the PC had looked at the planning 

application for Staward Farm. He said that the site plan included did not 

show all of the outbuildings already on the site. The proposed new 

building would be quite high up on the site and therefore very visible. The 

gentleman went on to say that neighbours believed that a retail unit was 

being run from the site.  It was agreed that representatives of the PC would 

make a site visit on the 2nd March and formulate their response following 

the visit. 

 

2. Apologies – were received from Cllr J. Thompson. 

 

3. Declarations of interest – See above at point 11a. 

 



4. Minutes of the previous meeting – having been circulated, were agreed and signed. 

 

5. Report from Northumberland County Council –  

Cllr Sharp said that there had been a good meeting with representatives of 

NCC, himself and Cllr Snowdon had attended. Following this the drains on 

North Bank and Strother’s Close had been cleaned out. They had also looked 

at local roads; in particular at New Alson, Langley and Chesterwood. The road 

past Castle Farm was still in a bad state as was the road past Tedcastle Farm. 

In the next 2 months most of the ditches should be cleaned out. £5000 from 

the Community Chest had gone to Haydon Bridge Football Club, so that they 

could replace their grass cutting equipment. The footpath to the Spa Well has 

now been cleared. Cllr Sharp confirmed that the new bus stop at Innerhaugh 

still needs to be installed. With regard to parking on Ratcliffe Road, there had 

been an extension to the period for comment to the 8th March. Cllr Sharp had 

told Neil Snowdon that it was vital to have the information collated for the 

March meeting of the PC. It was agreed that there should be a separate 

meeting to discuss this. Cllr Charlton said that parking could not be allowed 

on the road bridge as the road was cantilevered and could not take the extra 

weight. There was to be resurfacing on the military road. Council tax and was 

set to increase, as NCC had had to save another £30 million.  

6. Highways –  

 

a) Cllr Richardson asked why there was no lighting at the west end junction with the 

A69, as the junction at the other end of the village was lit. Cllrs Charlton and 

Snowdon said that this had been looked at and the cost was prohibitive. The 

Police did not want this junction to be lit, as they felt that when drivers were 

travelling at night they can see the lights of cars coming toward them and this was 

safer.  

b) Cllr Kirsopp said that she was grateful that the footpath had been cleared along to 

the Spa Well turn off. 

c) Cllr Sharp said that he was happy to fund further dropped kerbs at Strother’s 

Close. Cllr Charlton said that they were needed at Langley Gardens too. Cllr 

Sharp will look at this. 

 

7. Lighting – nothing to report. 

 

8. Planning applications – 

 

19/00676/FUL - Change of use of redundant farm buildings into 2 dwellings. 

Amendment of withdrawn 18/03911/FUL at Vauce Farm, Langley - No objections. 



19/00542/FUL Staward Station House : OBJECT - While the Parish Council 

has no objection to the kitchen extension, they do object to the garage. This is on 

the following grounds - 

1. The danger posed by being so close to a junction where traffic is moving at 

speed. 

2. The wood construction of this building is inappropriate in an area of 

outstanding natural beauty, particularly as there are a number of other wood 

buildings on the site which are not shown on the site plan. 

3.  Additionally the Parish Council is concerned that the "garage" would be used 

as a furniture factory. We would request that the planning office looks at the 

Staward Station website advertising the renovation of old furniture etc. 

 

9. Accounts –  As in budget.

10. Correspondence –  

 

a) The NE War Memorials Project had requested help with funding for their website. 

It was decided that this body had not provided assistance to Haydon Bridge, and 

therefore no grant could be given. 

b) Local Plan consultation – Cllr Charlton said that in the latest draft the proposed 

140 houses for HB had risen to 160. The B1 site at the end of the allotments was 

now proposed for 20 houses and there was a proposal to extract gravel at West 

Wharmley as already discussed.  

 

11. Parish projects – 

 

a) Neighbourhood plan – A public consultation is planned for April. Cllr Bates will 

arrange the date and Cllr Charlton will book a room at the Community Centre. 

Carol Price has agreed to be lead person for the next stage. 

b) Development Trust – there had been no meeting of the DT. It had been suggested 

that Mr Batey could cut “windows” through the growth to give views of the river. 

It was hoped that 3 extra parking spaces could be created. A work day will be 

arranged to help clear the area up. One of the trees near the railway underpass 

had storm damaged boughs resting on one another, and the tree surgeon will be 

asked to look at this. 

 

12. Any other business – 

 

a) Cllr Richardson said that the road surface on the bank near the Haydonian Club 

had been destroyed by recent work. 

b) Cllrs Sharp and Snowdon hope to get some repairs done to the road behind the 

Community Centre. 



c) Flood wardens – Cllr Snowdon said that there had been a useful meeting of the 

Flood Wardens. There will be an article on flooding in the Haydon News and a 

personal flood plan will be included, for householders to complete for their own 

use. David Robson has joined the group. Cllr Thornhill noted that no.s 1-7 

Ratcliffe Road had been flooded in 2015, and this did not seem to have been 

flagged up anywhere. This was the first time these properties had been flooded. 

d) Cllr Charlton said that a recent meeting she had taken the opportunity to speak to 

Daljit Lally (NCC) about the proposed charges for road closures. She has been 

asked to put the PC’s concerns in writing. 

e) Cllr Bates wondered what would be done about filling the 2 vacancies on the PC. 

These vacancies will be advertised on the notice board and a decision will be 

taken at the next PC meeting. 

f) Cllr Kirsopp will attend the Healthwatch Northumberland meeting on behalf of 

the PC. 

 


