
MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 7.30PM ON 27th June 2019, AT 

HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present : Cllrs J. Bates, I. Burrows, E. Charlton, E. Faulks, B. Howard, A. Kirsopp, K. 

Richardson, A. Sharp, and D. Thornhill; C. McGivern (mins.), public & press. 

1. Public participation –  

 

a) Patient Group – Vera Fletcher said that two patient surveys had been carried out by the 

practice and waiting times remained a concern. Two more doctors should join the 

practice soon, both part-time. Consulting hours will remain the same. A newsletter will 

be coming out shortly. Clinicians are keen to get the patient group “on board” and 

hopefully the group will begin to have a more active role. The surgery could become 

part of a larger group. GPs are not self-employed, but get a salary and are employed by 

a larger group. It would make sense to become part of this larger group, with each 

Patient Participation Group existing in its own right, and having working parties for 

particular issues. The practice is keen for a Parish Cllr to take part in this. These moves 

could help to attract more funds to the area. Cllr Thornhill offered to talk through the 

commitment involved with Mrs Fletcher. Mr Fletcher reiterated the importance of 

having a parish Cllr in the group. He said that rural practices were at risk and this would 

show that the parish council felt that the practice was important to the community. 

b) James Brown said that had had installed a composting bin at the cemetery, but has found 

a lot of plastic rubbish put into it. Cllr Charlton said that she found the same with the 

brown bin at the cemetery. Every time she visits she has to take out ordinary rubbish 

and put this in the wheelie bin in the layby outside the cemetery. He went on to 

compliment Mr Batey on his work at the cemetery. 

c) Peter Fletcher asked for the Neighbourhood Plan to be put on the agenda for July. By 

that time the group will have three documents for the PC to approve, as the overseeing 

body for the Plan. NCC have a dedicated planning team dealing with Neighbourhood 

Plans. Mr Fletcher said that the village entry signs were now in place, and that the 

lettering was more visible in some lights than others. The plan is to let them weather to 

see the affect that this has. If necessary the arches and lettering can be sealed and 

coloured to make them more visible. New equipment for the riverside has been ordered 

and should arrive during the second week in July. Some publicity is planned and this 

will include the Co-op, DT and the PC. Mr Fletcher will arrange a date and time for 

this, to be circulated to parish Cllrs. The submission date for the next round of funding 

for the Co-op is the 8th of July. The DT is keen to encourage community groups to 

apply. Mr Fletcher will be seeing the scouts and has been in touch with the football 

club. Cllr Sharp confirmed that he is providing £3000 for new doors etc at the 

Community Centre.  

d) James Brown asked if the crossing on Ratcliffe Rd was working properly. He said that 

he’d pressed the button, but it took so long to respond he had gone to sit in his car! Cllr 

Charlton wondered if the pressure pads in the road were still working. The Clerk will 

raise this with NCC. 

 

2. Apologies – were received from Cllrs J. Keyte, R. Snowdon, and J. Thompson. 

 

3. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair – Cllr Thornhill proposed that Cllrs Faulks and 

Charlton continue in their roles and this was approved. 

 



4. Declarations of interest – none received. 

5. Minutes of previous meeting – having been circulated were agreed and signed. 

6. Report from Northumberland County Council – 

Cllr Sharp said that the plans for the 20mph scheme had now been circulated. The 

pelican crossing and the road markings have been reinstated. The estates had not been 

included in the 20mph scheme, but on the revised plan this is now shown. Martin’s 

Close was felt to be such a small area that speeding would not be a problem, and 

sleeping policemen are in place already. If the PC approved the revised scheme then 

work could begin asap. This was agreed. Mr Brown mentioned that the roads behind 

the Community Centre and Church Street were shown as part of the scheme, with signs. 

He queried how this could be the case if the roads were not adopted. Cllr Sharp agreed. 

A new bin has been installed in the layby at Threepwood.  A day long litter pick was 

planned for the Langley road. Cllr Bates will investigate whether this has been done. 

There is still a lot of grass and weeds growing on the inside of kerbs on the estate. Cllr 

Sharp is chasing up why this has not been done. There will be a Community Chest 

meeting in the next week, and Cllr Sharp hopes to get money for the Community Centre 

sorted out in this round. He acknowledged that he still needs to visit Whittis Crescent 

with Cllr Richardson to look at the pavement.  The dropped kerbs on the estate have 

been discussed and Cllr Sharp is waiting for costings. The extension to the house at 

Staward Station House has been approved, but the garage plan has been withdrawn. 

Drains on John Martin Street should now have been done. Repairs to drains at Tofts 

have now been completed. The letters have been sent out to people living at the top of 

North Banks, and it was noted that everyone seems to be parking close to the wall and 

this is making a big difference. Cllr Sharp said that there had been a proposal to change 

the planning system, so that where there were objections from Parish Councils the plans 

would not automatically go to Committee. This had been withdrawn.  Finally Cllr Sharp 

was pleased to say that the grave digger had dealt with a grave which had sunk. 

7. Highways – 

a) Cllr Richardson asked if rumble strips could be installed to slow traffic coming into the 

village, and she also wondered if the speed camera could be reinstated. 

b) Cllr Kirsopp wondered why the new bin at the Showfield had not yet been installed. 

c) A letter had been received from Henry Swaddle regarding the noise generated by traffic on 

the A69 bypass since it had been resurfaced. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to 

Roadlink in support of this complaint. Cllr Charlton said that when the bypass had been in the 

planning stage the Dept. of Transport had acknowledged that if a low noise surface was not 

used, then soundproofing would need to be provided to those affected.  

 

8. Lighting – 

a)  Some of the orange street lights still remain in place. Work to complete this project has been 

delayed. 



9. Planning applications – None received. 

a) 19/00568/FUL Land East Of Croft Holme North Road - this planning application was 

discussed and it was agreed to withdraw the original objections and submit a no-objections 

response. 

10. Accounts – as in budget. 

I The Internal Audit had been completed and details of this published on the website.  

The completed AGAR had been send to the external auditors. 

 
11. Correspondence –  

a) A letter Christopher Armstrong, asked whether anything could be done about the front of the 

old antique shop. The Chair explained that he had suggested a trompe d’loeil work depicting 

an antique shop could be painted on the boards. The owner of the property is going to approach 

the art department at the High School to discuss this. The idea of improving the area behind the 

(glass) window with display space was also discussed. Mr Armstrong had also suggested that 

a new dog bin was needed on the old bridge. It was noted that there are bins near to both ends 

of the bridge, and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the dog warden to ask for new 

anti-dog fouling stickers to be put on the lamp posts. Poo bags are available from the library. 

 

12. Parish projects – 

a) Development Trust – Cllr Faulks said that the Haydon Hundred had attracted 30 more 

cyclists than last year. Over £3000 has been raised for the library. He congratulated Mark 

I’Anson for this achievement. 

b) Northumberland Plan – Cllr Charlton said that there was a box at the library where people 

could submit their ideas.  It was proposed that comments boxes could also be given to the 

schools, pubs and newsagents.  Cllr Bates said that more volunteers were also needed to take 

this forward. A housing survey will go to all houses in the village, and it would be possible to 

add an extra sheet to this for other points. 

c) Riverside – Cllr Charlton said that the picnic tables had been ordered and a price had been 

accepted from the builders for installation.  The original tables will be removed, along with the 

broken seat.  Thompsons are keen to be involved with the improvements to the site and will be 

talking to the lady from the Tyne Rivers Trust.  Cllr Richardson asked whether signage for 

parking on the riverside would be included, and this is agreed. No equipment will be installed 

in the area used by Thompsons  

for gravel removal. 

e) Cemetery maintenance -  Cllr Faulks said that a quotation had been received from Mr 

Batey for cemetery maintenance. This included cutting the area outside the cemetery, 

and a larger area within the cemetery. At present he is cutting the grass every 10 days. 

He had also provided a lower price for maintaining the cemetery in the winter months. 

Cllr Charlton said that the improvement he had already made on site was amazing. For 

the first time she was receiving compliments about the site instead of complaints. Mr 

Batey has also filled the water tank and put in a jug. Mr Macdonald has promised to 

deal with the problem of silt clogging up the supply to the tank, but he is very busy at 

present. Cllr Charlton said that she had also received a price for building a low 

supporting wall and grading the ground and reseeding at the Northern boundary. A price 

of £1,300 was suggested for each of the 3 stages needed. It was agreed that the PC 



would wait until they received plans to make a decision on this. It was agreed to accept 

Mr Batey’s quotation for cemetery maintenance for summer and winter. 

f) Finger post – Cllr Faulks said that suggested designs had been circulated. The 

Stockport design with 5 arrows had been chosen. Cllr Thornhill wondered if a good site 

for this would be outside the Old Post Office. Cllr Sharp said that he would organise 

funding and then meet with parish Cllrs to agree the location. 

g) Visit to West Sleekburn recycling facility – Cllrs Bates and Keyte had visited the site 

and Cllr Bates said that it was a fantastic place. They had been given advice about what 

could be put in the recycling bin.  She went on to say that they are only collecting types 

of rubbish that they know that they have a financially viable end use for. Some waste 

is sent to Europe, but this has been checked to make sure it is dealt with sustainably. 

Hard plastic, aluminium, paper and card are all sold.  The amount of rubbish going into 

landfill has gone down from around 92% to 14%. During the tour they had also been 

reassured that glass collected from glass bins was melted down and not used for 

aggregate. Green waste goes to Teesside were it is burnt to produce electricity, after 

which the ash is magnetized to remove small bits of metal for recycling. NCC are 

hoping to trial kerbside glass and food waste collection with a view to having hardly 

anything in the ordinary bin in the future. The tour has been so successful that more are 

planned. 

h) Electric charging point – The Clerk had contacted NCC for information on installation 

of charging points and they had replied to say that they are considering a roll out of 

more points and would put Haydon Bridge on the list.  

i) Trees for schools project – Cllr Richardson will check with Mr Robson for an update. 

 
13. Any other business –  

 

a) Cllr Charlton asked what was happening about access to the Spa Well as this was 

part of the heritage of the village. Cllr Sharp promised to contact the Footpaths 

Officer to chase this up. Cllr Faulks said that NCC had a statutory duty to keep 

footpaths open. Cllr Sharp offered to discuss this with the landowner too. 

 
 

 


