
MINUTES OF MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 7.30PM ON THE 

23RD OF JUNE 2022, AT HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present : Cllrs. J. Bates, I. Burrows, E. Charlton, E. Faulks, B. Howard, J. Keyte, A. Kirsopp, 

K. Richardson, A. sharp, R. Snowdon, and D. Thornhill ; C. McGivern (mins.). 

1. Public participation – none. 

 

2. Apologies – were received from Cllr J. Thompson. 

 

3. Declarations of interest – none received. 

 

4. Minutes of previous meeting – having been circulated, were approved and signed. 

 

5. Report from Northumberland County Council – 

Cllr Sharp said that problems with the  the gully beside the War Memorial have now been 

resolved. With regards to the 20 mph scheme at Martin’s Close the scheme is currently 

with the design team. The speed humps will stay. The interactive speed sign is now obsolete 

and therefore would have to be replaced. The PC are happy for the sign to be removed.  

The ditching work and the cutting of the verges continues to be carried out around Langley 

and Haydon Bridge. 

  

In answer to queries about Haydon Park and Lodge NCC said they were still waiting for 

the land the buildings stand on to be transferred. 

  

The sweeper has been around the village and weed spraying has been taking place, although 

recent wet and windy weather has hampered progress with this. Litter picking on the A686 

is scheduled for the 24th of June. The new bin at Peelwell has now been added to the 

collection schedule. Cllr Sharp is looking at the costings for brown signs and agrees they 

are a good idea. 

  

6. Highways – 

 

a) Cllr Howard said that as there were a lot of visitors in the village over the summer and 

he wondered if it would be possible to get electronic signs at the bus stops providing 

bus times and destinations, like those at Hexham and Corbridge. The Clerk will 

investigate. 

b) Cllr Bates said that stones were washing down onto the road below the green lane near 

Castle Farm again. Cllr Sharp will look into this. 

 

7. Lighting – nothing to report. 

 

8. Planning applications – 

22/01868/FUL – Conversion of an attached stone outhouse/coal shed into ensuite 

toilet, shower room and dressing room to bedroom 2; conversion of former pig sty 

and enclosed pig pen into a greenhouse/horticultural storage - NO OBJECTIONS. 

9. Accounts – as in budget.



 

Internal Audit – The Clerk explained that the Internal Audit had had to be postponed 

due to Mr. Miller’s workload.  

10. Correspondence – 

 

a) NCC had written to say that painting of the road bridge in the village would take place 

over the summer. Cllr Thornhill said that it was a shame to lose parking spaces on the 

bridge just as people were beginning to use them. It was agreed that NCC would be 

asked  to mark out the parking bays in the picnic area and put up proper signage. 

b) Chris Armstrong had written to the PC to say that cars parked on the pavement were 

blocking access to Oddfellows café. Cllrs said that there is nothing that the PC can do 

about this. Some people might think they are being public spirited parking on the 

pavement and not narrowing access for emergency vehicles. 

c) Chris Armstrong had also written to raise the issue of damaged railings at the corner 

near Shaftoes Guest House. The railings are the responsibility of NCC. This has come 

up in the past and NCC’s response had been that they would remove them. The PC did 

not want them to be removed, as they help stop school children running onto the road. 

Cllr Sharp will take this up at NCC. 

d) The Environment Agency had provided an update on the integrated drainage study - 

 

“The integrated study for Haydon Bridge has been now completed. This is currently in 

draft form, and will need to take account of reviewer comments before finalisation. 

  

The draft study shows that there are three potential options for schemes at Haydon 

Bridge that would meet the criteria to allow a scheme to progress; this being that they 

are cost beneficial (i.e. the estimated benefits would outweigh the estimated costs) . 

Provisionally these schemes are termed; 

i)      Haydon Bridge North & South bank, ii)  Haydon Bridge North Bank,/iii)             

Haydon Bridge South Bank. 

Each option is an option in its own right, i.e. option i) is not a simple combination of 

option ii) and ii), 

You will hopefully recall, that for a scheme to progress and qualify for central 

government funding, termed Grant in Aid (GiA), it must be cost beneficial. You will 

also hopefully recall that a scheme is very rarely100% government funded, and most 

need additional ‘partnership funding’ (financial contributions) from external sources. 

The amount of government funding that a scheme is eligible for is largely dependent 

on the level of flood risk and the number of properties that will see an improvement in 

their level of protection. 

 The study and initial economic appraisal show that all 3 options at Haydon Bridge 

appear to be cost beneficial. 

 However,  though options  i) & ii) would qualify for a level of Government GiA, the 

initial estimate in the shortfall of funding required is in the region of £millions. Due 

to the scale of this shortfall it is highly unlikely that the required additional funding 

would be sourced and therefore under the current government funding rules these 

options would not progress and will not be placed on our current 6 year investment 

programme ( April 21 – March 27). 



 However, both options will be placed on our future pipeline of potential projects such 

that they could be brought forward if funding rules change or other sources of 

funding become available which would allow them to progress. 

 For option iii),  the initial estimate in the shortfall of funding is under £200k, and we 

have more confidence that we would be able to potentially find sources of 

contributions that could address this shortfall. This scheme will now be taken forward 

through to the next stage and it is hoped that an outline business case can prepared 

later in the year. 

 The study has also identified some other measures which may also reduce flood risk 

& improve resilience and these may be able to be pursued by individual 

organisations, - for example Northumbrian Water has sealed manholes where these 

have been identified as being in the flood plain.” 

 

11. Parish projects – 

 

a) Development Trust – The library is now open on Mon/Tues/Wednesday mornings. 

More volunteers are still needed, but it is hoped that it will also open on Friday evening 

and Saturday morning. Tourists are visiting again and feedback has been very positive. 

Cllr Faulks said that Saturday opening was very useful as allotment holders provided 

fruit and veg for a produce stall and this contributed to the library funding. 

b) Haydon Hundred – Cllr Faulks said that this had gone well again, although the number 

of entrants was down from over 300 last year to 180.  Unfortunately, the weather 

forecast for the day had been horrendous. Cllr Charlton said that those taking part had 

commented on the friendly welcome in the village and the fantastic views on the route. 

Cllr Thornhill said that some of those taking part were unable to use their vouchers as 

they had to get away afterwards. He wondered if these could be held over, perhaps for 

a month, as this might encourage people to return to Haydon Bridge. 

c) Affordable housing – Cllr Thornhill said that a firm called Gentoo are the favoured 

partner for the Strawberry Fields. They intend to seek planning permission for around 

50 houses, with 8 of these affordable, and 3 of these available for rent. If a strong case 

can be made to NCC the mix might be slightly different. Gentoo are happy for there to 

be 6 properties to rent. The DT would be the right legal body to take this forward and 

to take on a landlord role A feasibility study would need to take place quite soon, and 

this would cost around £40,000. 10% of this would have to come from the DT. As so 

much of the work on housing needs has already been carried out it is expected that in 

fact the cost will only be about £2000. This would probably be split between the DT 

and the PC and would be covered by an underspend on the Neighbourhood Plan. This 

proposal was agreed by the PC. Following this a proper agreement would be entered 

into with Gentoo. During the design stage they will ask the DT what is required, eg 3 

bedroom houses, or starter flats. Gentoo will hope to get a planning application in by 

the end of this year, and to break earth 12 months later. There are good models 

elsewhere for raising the necessary funds. Cllr Thornhill said with regards to the rented 

properties they would be able to decide on a community led policy on letting. This 

would look at housing need AND  a connection to the village. They have decided that 

they would not want to become a housing association because this would open them up 

to the risk of “right to buy”.  



Tom Johnson from CAN Will continue to be involved. Gentoo seem to be good partners 

and there is a great deal of willingness and unanimity within the steering group.  

Cllr Thornhill went on to say that these things take on a life of their own, the scheme 

would generate an income and then the group would be able to look for other 

opportunities. This meant that when significant community assets become available the 

steering group will need to consider if anything can be done. With this in mind Cllr 

Thornhill sought the PC’s permission to raise a request for Haydon Park and Lodge to 

be considered as community assets for asset transfer.  This was agreed and the Clerk 

will investigate how to go about this. Cllr Sharp said that in Haltwhistle a building had 

been gifted to the Partnership and they were in the process of getting other transfers. 

 

12. Any other business –  

 

a) Cllr Sharp asked about the lack of white lines on the road going west near Innerhaugh. 

Cllr Thornhill said that this had happened somewhere else nearby and this had been 

thought to be a traffic calming measure. 

b) Cllr Sharp said that the tree officer at NCC had looked at trees overhanging the road at 

Douglas Gardens and said that some pruning would be done. Cllr Sharp was not sure 

when this would take place. 

c) Close to Park Style, where the salt bin is, is currently very overgrown.  

d) Cllr Burrows wondered if there was any news about the flats at Anchor Court. Cllr 

Thornhill said that there had been an open day for the 9 units for assisted living, but 

this had not been advertised locally. 

e) Cllr Howard said that he had been in contact with Lydia Coulson at Low Hall. The 

project is making great progress and has received a lot of funding. He promised to 

circulate an update on the project shortly. 

f) Cllr Snowdon wondered about the benefit of having the PC minutes in the Haydon 

News when they were a month behind. The Clerk explained that the most recent 

minutes can be found on the website. Alex Kinsey, who is the current editor, needs all 

of the  content for the magazine by the 20th of each month as he has to do all the 

editorial and magazine production by himself. He is looking for help with the magazine 

as he is struggling to manage everything on his own. Any offers of help would be 

appreciated. 

 


