
MEETING OF HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL AT 7PM ON 26TH OF OCTOBER 

2017, AT HAYDON BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

Present : Cllrs. I. Burrows, E. Charlton (Chair), V. Fletcher, K. Richardson, D. Robson, A. 

Sharp, R. Snowdon,  L. Thompson, and D. Thornhill; press and public; C. McGivern (mins.). 

1. Public participation – 

a) Mrs Brown said that James had reported a problem with parked cars on North Bank, 

on the left just before the Peelwell corner. A number of cars are parking on the road and 

causing problems for drivers negotiating the corner. The Clerk will ask Yvonne Clement to 

investigate. It was felt that the extension of the proposed village wide 20mph zone to include 

the houses just past the corner here would help. 

b) An issue with car parking, just over the level crossing, was also reported. When cars 

are parked on both sides of the road and cars can find that they drive over the crossing and 

then get stuck. 

c) Mrs Marshall asked whether Aqua Bags have been considered instead of sand bags. 

Cllr Robson said that sand bags were preferred because they could be re-used. However, he 

said some Aqua-bags could also be purchased for use by people who would find it difficult to 

lift normal sand bags. Cllr Robson explained that the Flood Plan will be completed soon and 

will be published in the Haydon News. 

d) It was noted that one of the lights on the Church Clock is lit during the day. Cllr J. 

Thompson will report this to Gary Thompson. 

2. Parking document from Mr. Fletcher – 

Mr Fletcher had drawn up a discussion document on the problem of parking throughout the 

village. He said that there was a danger that parking would be dealt with on a piecemeal 

basis, when what was needed was a village wide solution. Following discussion it was agreed 

that a sub-committee of Cllrs would meet to consider each part of the village and consider 

suggestions. Then a site meeting could be held with officers from NCC. After this proposals 

can be drawn up to take to a public meeting. Mr Fletcher said that there were a number of 

areas of tarmac around the village that might be used for parking, if the Parish Council was 

prepared to look at them imaginatively.  Cllr Sharp said that with regard to the proposed 

resident’s parking on Church Street there were two options. These were: residents’ only 

parking; or dual residents’ parking and limited waiting. Permits would cost £15.00 per year, 

with a maximum of 2 per house. This permit does not guarantee that residents can park there. 

Local businesses might object to this as it would remove some parking spaces for shoppers. 

The dual use scheme is the preferred option of NCC with waiting limited to one hour. Mrs 

Marshall said that they are trying to get a parking bay in front of Clare’s shop. Cllr Thornhill 

said that if residents’ parking went ahead on Church Street, then other parts of the village 

might wish to do the same. This will cause yet more problems for people who want to come 

to Haydon Bridge to shop. The possibility of creating more car parking at the picnic area was 

also discussed. It was felt have the added benefit of discouraging anti-social behaviour in this 

area. 

3. Apologies  - were received from Cllrs E. Faulks and J. Thompson. 



4. Declarations of interest – none were received. 

5. Minutes of previous meeting – having been circulated, these were agreed & signed. 

6. Report from Northumberland County Council –  

Cllr Sharp reported that the data had been gathered from the camera survey of Church Street 

and Ratcliffe Road, but the report is not ready yet. This will be circulated before the next 

meeting. The scheme for the Shaftoe First School should be completed before Christmas. 

NCC have been asked to come back to look at the paving on Church Street. Cllr Sharp had 

attended a meeting in Corbridge to discuss street lighting, and similar issues had been raised 

there regarding problems with the new lights. He suggested that an officer could come to the 

next PC meeting to discuss the scheme. The Clerk now has a quote for a new bin, and it 

might be possible to move the old bin to the Showfield, (subject to meeting new conditions 

for fixing bins to paving.) Further discussions are needed with the Leazes Estate before any 

work at the Spa Well could proceed. Cllr Charlton said that the PC had not seen the plans, 

and Cllr Sharp promised to ask Tim Fish for a copy of them. There is still a problem with 

water running onto the road near Tofts. This has been fixed before and recurs. Cllr Charlton 

said that the Dene path had been cleared, but still needs to be flattened. Also, the post at the 

gate at top of path needs to be replaced. The new street light is still causing problems for Mrs 

Styles at the Peelwell corner. Cllr Sharp will chase this matter up. 

7. Highways – 

a) Alan Batey had reported two issues to the Clerk. Firstly a bin at Shaftoe Green is 

loose on its base and secondly the wood on another of the steps is rotting. The Handyman 

will investigate. 

b) It was agreed that the Clerk would order a larger bin to replace the one in front of the 

Railway Inn. She is still waiting for an installation price from NCC. 

8. Lighting – Nothing to report. 

9. Planning applications –  

17/03529/FUL - Change of use for siting of pods for visitor accommodation and forming new 

car park at Langley Dam - No objections. 

10. Accounts – as in budget. 

11. Correspondence –  

a) A public consultation meeting arranged by Karbon Homes had been well attended, 

although there had been heated exchanges. There are currently 24 garages at Greenwich 

Gardens. One person has just handed in their keys, all the rest are taken. Cllr Charlton said 

that some people depend on access to the rear of their properties for oil deliveries, and that 

this access has existed since the development of the estate. A grassed area was to be removed 

in front of Langley Gardens to provide replacement parking, but residents already park on 

this area. Cllr Snowdon expressed concern about access for emergency vehicles. Cllr 

Richardson said that the proposals would allow people to pay rent for 5 years and then 

convert this into a deposit to allow them to purchase one of the properties. Cllr Thornhill said 

that if all of the garages housed a vehicle overnight  then the PC would need to take a firm 



view on this matter, however if they were only being used for storage that would be quite 

different. Mr Fletcher said that what Karbon Homes were proposing was very commonplace 

elsewhere. He went on to say that the only argument that would carry any weight was if 

parking spaces were being reduced. 

b) The Clerk was still waiting for a response to the suggestion that the glass bins could 

be relocated to the former fire station site for the time being. 

c) A decision on the proposed Tree Preservation Order on the trees in front of the fire 

station has still not been received. The Clerk and Dr Ford have both been chasing NCC on 

this one. 

12. Parish projects –  

a) Development Trust – Cllr Charlton said that the DT was to meet in the next week. 

There had been an interesting meeting with the National Park Authority. The PC Cllrs present 

had said that they were disappointed that the Sill was not signed from Haydon Bridge, and 

this point had been taken on board. The NPA had also agreed that there needed to be 

transport from HB to the Sill, perhaps simply morning and evening. Cllrs had spoken about 

the Haydon Hundred and the need to keep the roads on the route in good condition. The NPA 

agreed with this and had promised to report problems to NCC too.  They had been impressed 

with the range of leaflets available at the Bridge and had promised to send visitors there. 

b) Flooding – Cllr Robson said that Thompsons had raked over the access area and 

seeded it. Unfortunately someone has been driving over the area and undoing their good 

work. Cllr Charlton said that there used to be some very large boulders in place to stop people 

driving onto the grass. These were removed by the EA in order to access the river, and they 

now need to be replaced. An email had been received giving details of what was required at 

Lipwood. It was felt that the survey of the river bed and an ecological survey was the 

responsibility of the EA. They have carried out a survey themselves and should have the 

results by March 2018. Cllr Robson said that if the model showed that all 3 issues – 

gravel/vegetation on island/blockage under railway arches – were adding to flood risk then it 

was up to the EA to deal with the vegetation, and with the railway arches along with Network 

Rail. However, it was likely they would say that there was no money for gravel removal and 

in this case it might be up to the PC, working with Thompsons, to see to this. This was 

agreed. If the model says that the gravel is not an issue, this will be more difficult. Cllr 

Robson has raised the issue of flood defence for the A69, and copied in Guy Oppermann.  He 

suggested that it might be worthwhile to hold another meeting with Roadlink to discuss this, 

and this was agreed. 

c) Tynedale Lions grant for interpretive panel – The locations of the two panels were 

agreed and will be passed on to Marcus Byron. 

d) Parish Council surgery – The first surgery had been held and four residents had come 

along. They had brought forward issues regarding paths and street lights and drains, and 

signage, and parking concerns. Cllr Thornhill wondered if the PC were entitled to see how 

many prosecutions or fixed penalty notices had been issued. Cllr Sharp will ask about this. 

 

 



 


